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impression that his sympathies and interests lie more to
the East of Rome than in the democratic nations of the
West.
Everybody must admire a fighter, and everybody must
look with admiration on a man who, at the age of eighty,
is able to overcome a painful illness and carry on with
unabated vigour to fight against his opponents. Every-
body too must sympathise with a man who started out on his
pontificate with the ambition of seeing peace established
throughout the world, the spreading of his religion, and
the Re-union of the Churches. Instead of which he has
seen the growth of modernism, and of atheism, of war
clouds hovering over the world, and if anything a tendency
for the Christian Churches of the world to slip away a
little from connection with Rome, and to group them-
selves together without Rome*
How far has this been his fault? Until the archives of
the Vatican are open to be read this will never be known
by the world at large, and one is tempted to feel that
whatever he had done, the situation would have been but
very little different, since his own followers throughout
the world seemed often unable or unwilling to listen to
his advice.
How far was that advice irx sympathy with the ideas
of the modern world? There again I can only speak as
a post-War Catholic accustomed to meeting Catholics
of my own age throughout all the most unsettled
countries of the world. The younger generation seems
to me to be as religious as the older generation, if not
more so; perhaps not in such large numbers, but the
smaller numbers are more active and more knowledgeable
in religious matters. The younger Catholics do seem to